
November 10, 2017 

 

The Honorable Rodney Frelinghuysen   The Honorable Nita M. Lowey 

Chairman, House Appropriations Committee Ranking Member, House Appropriations 

H-305, The Capitol  Committee 

Washington, DC 20515 1016 Longworth House Office Building 

 Washington, DC 20515 

 

The Honorable Mario Diaz-Balart    The Honorable David E. Price 

Chairman, Subcommittee on Transportation,   Ranking Member, Subcommittee on 

Housing and Urban Development Transportation, Housing and Urban 

2358-A Rayburn House Office Building Development 

Washington, DC 20515 2358-A Rayburn House Office Building 

        Washington, DC 20515 

 

Dear Chairmen Frelinghuysen and Diaz-Balart and Ranking Members Lowey and Price: 

 

We write concerning a $4.00 increase to the passenger facility charge (PFC) currently included in the 

Senate FY2018 Transportation, Housing and Urban Development, and Related Agencies Appropriations 

Act (THUD Appropriations bill).  Though we represent a diverse set of businesses across the global 

economy, we all have one thing in common: we depend on air travel to conduct business and drive 

economic growth. The net result of the proposed PFC increase would be seen in a loss of GDP growth, 

jobs, and state and local tax receipts. For that reason, we urge you to oppose the proposed increase. 

 

Business travel is an economic driver. This past summer the GBTA Foundation, the education and 

research arm of the Global Business Travel Association, released a report highlighting the positive 

economic impact business travel has on the nation’s economy. In 2016, business travel was responsible 

for about 3 percent ($547 billion) of U.S. GDP. According to the report, for every one percent change in 

business travel spending, the U.S. economy gains or loses 74,000 jobs, $5.5 billion in GDP, $3.3 billion 

in wages and $1.3 billion in taxes. 

 

Currently, PFCs are collected on every airline ticket for every enplanement during air travel up to $18.00 

per roundtrip. In 2016, the airports collected nearly $3.2 billion in PFCs, which is $135 million more 

than was collected in 2015. In fact, since 2000, PFC collection has more than doubled.  However, PFCs 

are just one of three taxes levied on airline tickets that fund airport projects. The 7.5% excise tax and the 

domestic segment fee also fund the Airport Improvement Program, a $3 billion grant program that also 

fund airport projects. If enacted, the proposed PFC increase included in the Senate FY 2018 THUD 

Appropriations bill would levy an additional $2.6 billion on businesses whose employees fly for work.  

 

This is a tax on the cost of doing business in the United States. It weakens our respective company’s 

ability to be competitive, support jobs and drive economic growth. For these reasons, we urge you to 

reject the proposed PFC increase. Thank you for your consideration.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

 


